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Symposium
explores

global trends in
competition law

How is U.S. antitrust law dealing with the market
power of Big Tech? What does the new EU Foreign
Subsidies Regulation mean for Japanese businesses? How
can legal practice cope with the many changes in
competition law? These and other pressing questions
were addressed in a symposium held on August 2, 2024
at the University of Tokyo.

Under the theme “Global Trends in Competition Law
and Policy,” the symposium featured a panel of leading
experts from around the world. It was attended by more
than 80 academics, practitioners, students and govern-
ment officials, who braved the summer heat to attend the
event on the university’ s Yayoi campus.

The first part of the symposium featured three well-
known U.S. academics: Professors Harry First, Andy L
Gavil and John M. Newman, respectively from New York
University, Howard University and the University of
Miami. They analyzed the rapid developments in the
United States, where the so-called New Antimonopoly
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Movement, also known as the neo-Brandeis movement,
has invigorated antitrust enforcement, leading to
landmark cases against Google, Amazon, and Apple.

In the second half, Mr. Jacques Buhart, partner at
McDermott, discussed the EU’s Foreign Subsidies Regu-
lation, a new legal instrument that became effective in
2023 and is designed to address distortions in the EU
caused by foreign subsidies. Professor Liyang Hou, from
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, analyzed the 2022 amend-
ments to China’s antimonopoly law, the first major change
to the law since its inception in 2008. Finally, Ms. Etsuko
Hara, partner at Anderson Mori & Tomotsune, shared
her insights into the challenges which recent trends pose
for companies and offered some practical solutions to
deal with them.

During the Q&A session, the audience raised questions,
among others, about the volatility of U.S. antitrust enforce-
ment and the impact of AI. The event concluded with clos-
ing remarks by Mr. Tatsuo Yamashima, senior partner at
the law firm Atsumi & Sakai, which generously supported
the symposium and the subsequent summer program.

Overall, the symposium offered a timely and thought-
provoking exploration of the latest developments in
competition law and policy.

Simon Vande Walle (Professor, Competition Law)
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