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| was appointed as a Project Associate Professor at the
Law Faculty and Graduate Schools for Law & Politics in
April 2015. | studied law at the University of Oxford (UK)
and Leiden University (The Netherlands). | joined the
Faculty after studying in Japan and later spending time at
the Tokyo office of a London-based international law firm.

All my classes include both Japanese law students and
foreign exchange students, who are taught together
through the medium of the English language. The classes
are highly interactive, with an emphasis on discussion,
debate and the application of legal principles to new
scenarios. Students are also required to produce a final
essay (in English) in which they must provide an original
answer to a complex or contentious legal question,
supporting it with compelling evidence. The courses are
challenging and therefore attract a very high calibre of
student. Most courses are available to students of other
disciplines, which is very valuable because it expands the
range of perspectives and opinions present during our
discussions.

My central course is “English Contract Law” , which |
teach every semester. Students learn to understand,
analyse and apply the rules and doctrines of the contract
law of England by reading cases intensively and discussing
the application of the law to various situations. Students will
emerge proficient in the core principles of contract law of
England and, therefore, with the fundamentals of contract
law doctrine in jurisdictions deriving from English common
law, such as the USA, Canada and Australia. | have directly
incorporated the content of this course into my forthcoming
book, Contract Law in England and Wales. | also taught a
socio-legal seminar course in “Law and Society in Japan:
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Foreign Perspectives” , which allowed foreign exchange
students to engage with key legal and political issues in
Japanese society, and allowed Japanese students to
consider these same issues from a new, international
perspective. From Autumn Semester 2016, my courses will
also include a practical seminar in “Legal Writing in
English” , and also “An Introduction to Japanese Law” , a
lecture-based course aimed at foreign students, and
Japanese law students who wish to improve their ability to
analyse and apply Japanese law in English. In another
seminar, “Comparative Trusts Law” , my students study the
law of trusts in a variety of jurisdictions, including England,
Japan and the USA, with a particular focus on comparing
the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches to
this increasingly important legal instrument, and on efforts
to harmonise and internationalise its workings.

It is a pleasure to be teaching and researching at an
institution as prestigious and intellectually stimulating as
this. | learn a great deal from my students, and | look
forward to continuing to teach them things that will be
useful in their future careers, wherever life takes them after
Todai.

James Clayton Fisher (Project Associate Professor)
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