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Contemporary Chinese Politics
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In addition to enhancing understandings of the structure and processes of
contemporary Chinese politics, this course aims to familiarize students with
prominent theories of authoritarian politics. Among the topics this course will
examine in the Chinese context are: factionalism, elite bargains and power-sharing,

corruption; political participation; contentious politics; censorship and

manipulation.
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Detailed class schedule and reading list will be provided at the start of term.
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There will be a brief background explanation from the instructor at the beginning
of each class and the rest will be devoted to (one or two) presentations and
discussion. Each student will be required to make a presentation on a topic relating
to assigned readings at least once during the semester. There is no required text
book or reader for this course. All assigned journal articles and book chapters should

be available online.
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1. Participation and presentation (40%)
2. Quizzes (20%)
3. Final essay (40%)
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Attending class is firmly required. I am not indifferent to whether you are there or
not. There are good reasons to be wary of skipping class. I deduct all participation
@ﬂ%h@&%ﬁ points after three unexcused absences (a doctor's notice will be required for an
excused absence) and this can have serious implications for a student's overall

grade in the class.
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